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  A Letter from Our Companions Founding Directors  

   
 

          

 

Dear Friends, 

Our Companions is committed to doing the right thing for animals, regardless of the cost or challenge. 

What this means is that we go to extraordinary lengths to help animals in need today, while also working 

to prevent animals from becoming homeless tomorrow by addressing the root causes of pet homeless-

ness. 

Through our Helpline call center, the only one of its kind in Connecticut, we respond to approximately 

4,000 calls a year from people seeking support, resources, and guidance for their animal related chal-

lenges. 

Thanks to the support of our over 2,000 donors, we are able to provide our unique public services aimed 

at eliminating the root causes of pet homelessness to over 2,000 animals in 2011. This is a testament to 

the resourcefulness, creativity, and passion of our over 150 volunteers and the generosity of our donors 

who provide the financial resources to make their work possible. 

Thanks to the leadership of our donors who contributed to our Home for Good Capital Campaign, we will 

be realizing our promise of building a sanctuary for animals on 43 acres of donated land.   

At the sanctuary, animals who would otherwise have been destroyed in shelters, will find a safe refuge to 

rehabilitate and live in an enriching, cage-free, homelike  environment while they wait for their new for-

ever home. Unlike life in shelters, the longer they will stay at the sanctuary, the more adoptable they will 

become. This will allow us to keep our no-kill promise which is rooted at the heart of all our programs 

without sacrificing quality of life for our resident animals. 

The Sanctuary will be one more resource to add to our myriad programs that will help us to create a time 

when animals are no longer needlessly destroyed.  

Thank you for making 2011 a success and with your help we will be able to accomplish even more in 

2012. 

 Sincerely, 

Susan B. Linker    

Chief Executive Officer        

Marie Joyner 

Canine Operations Director    
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Our Companions Domestic Animal Sanctuary  

hǳǊ /ƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴǎ 5ƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ !ƴƛƳŀƭ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
protect and advocate for the lives of companion animals.  We will accomplish our mission 
by offering innovative, life-saving programs, including creating a sanctuary to rescue those 
who would otherwise be destroyed.  We will also collaborate with the animal welfare 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀƴƛƳŀƭΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǾŀƭǳŜŘΦ 

Doing the Right Thing for Animals  
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Our Companions 2011 Accomplishments   
 

Our Companions Domestic Animal Sanctuary has made continuous progress during the last nine years and is 

rapidly developing into one of the leading  and trusted animal welfare organizations in this state.   The key ac-

complishments in 2011 are listed below: 

Pet Rescue and Adoption 
Rescued and found loving homes for more than 215 pets. 37 % of adopted pets were considered special 
needs due to medical or behavioral reasons, including pets that are blind, deaf, FIV or FeLV positive 
Responded to approximately 3,400 calls and emails for assistance on the Animal Helpline 
Added three new Helpline volunteers  
Held 8 adoption events and added new locations for Home for the Holidays Adoption Event  
Increased advertising for adoptable pets, including a monthly TV feature on Channel 3 
Launched special Facebook promotions and began using Twitter to provide more updates on Helpline and 
Rescue activity 
Continued advertising with Journal Inquirer, Hartford Courant, 96.5, WRCH, and OC Web Advertising 
Added new pet search engine to feature adoptable pets, which can now also be seen on Adopt a Pet.com 
Added 25 volunteers working on the Poster Campaign which promotes adoptable pets 
Scheduled professional photo shoots for 32 pets with Gemineye Images 
Added video features for advertising through YouTube and Petfinder.com 
Provided veterinary assistance for 22 sick or injured pet cats, including specialized treatment or surgical pro-
cedures through Feline Fur-Get-Me-Not fund 
Provided veterinary assistance for 23 sick or injured pet dogs, including specialized treatment or surgical 
procedures through Canine Cricket Fund 

 
Feline Sterilization and Support Programs 
Sterilized 378 feral cats through our Sterile Feral Programs  
Provided veterinary assistance for 22 injured feral cats  

Increased Sterile Feral equipment inventory by 20 traps  

Increased media hits with six newspaper articles related to our Sterile Feral program 
Successfully partnered with high volume/high quality spay/neuter clinic for TNR 
Mobilized volunteers to build  70 shelters for feral cats 
Collected and distributed over 4,300 cans and over  2,700 pounds of cat food to 25 caregivers of feral cat 
colonies 
Held  11 Trap-Neuter-Return Group Training Classes attended by 41 people  
Issued 44 sterilization vouchers for friendly cats and kittens 

 

Public Education & Volunteer Support 

Expanded Special Events volunteer staff to 51 volunteers 
Organized volunteers to attend 46 public events 
Trained 51 new volunteers to bring us to a total of 168 active volunteers 
!ǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ǎƘŦƻǊŘ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ aŀǊƪŜǘ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ aŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ  
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Our Companions 2011 Accomplishments   
 
 
Canine Behavior & Rehabilitation Programs 

Continued to provide free behavior evaluations and training consultation with Animal Control Offi-

cers and other non-profit animal welfare organizations on hard-to-place dogs whenever requested. 

Arranged volunteer attendance at canine behavior seminars with nationally known dog training ex-

ǇŜǊǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴƛƴŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΩ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦ 

Conducted 95 canine behavioral evaluations for adoptable dogs 

Held 140 private dog training sessions with an increased number of them lead by Canine College  

volunteers. 

Taught 75 dogs in our Family Companion Classes which are team-taught by fully trained volunteers 

.ŜƎŀƴ ŀ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǘƘŜ .ǳŘŘȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ-risk youth  how 

to train homeless dogs to increase their adoptability. Worked with two teens in this program with a 

total of  18 sessions. 

 
 

 


